ACTION AND REFLECTION
special measures organised  to  protect yourself
against such occurrences?'7
"Because I am a thorough-going fatalist/'
"If you were logical in this matter, you would
forbid the police to organise any kind of protective
measures in your behalf."
"Protective measures/' he replied, "can only
be effective within limits. I always leave wide
scope for the unforeseen, be it good or be it bad."
"Even as regards your decisions in matters of
State?"
"There above all. A law may have the very
opposite results from those expected by the law-
maker. "
"The real is intertwined with the purely
imaginative in these matters/* said I. "I infer that
you believe in talismans. All introspective persons
make their own superstitions."
"Oh, yes," he replied. "I have superstitions."
"I have been told that when you heard of Lord
Carnarvon's death you promptly ridded yourself
of a mummy which had been presented to you,
in the belief that this death was due to revenge
taken by the unseen powers for the violation of
the Egyptian tomb,"
"In thatcase I was not actuated by superstition,"
said Mussolini. "People ought not to cart about
dead bodies in such a way. It is a profanation."